
 




A solo exhibition of works on paper by Bäst 
Opening February 9 at Allouche Gallery (77 Mercer St.) from 6-9 PM  

 
NEW YORK, NY - Allouche Gallery to open "The Bäst Papers," a celebration of, and 
tribute to, the works on paper by the renowned Brooklyn-based street artist, Michael 
"Bäst" Polimeni. This show follows “Remembering Bäst” in June of 2022 at Allouche 
Gallery—a tribute to the late artist’s work on canvas.  

Bäst is known for satirizing popular culture through his use of spray paint and intricate 
collage. He rose to prominence for his hard-edged wheat pasted images displayed 
prominently amongst the urban landscape of Brooklyn, New York. His spirit lives on 
through his exceptionally unique work, mixing graffiti, screen print, collage and stencils 
to create something both virtuous and sardonic. Bäst’s work is pointed and critical 
without being morally righteous or overly reductive–the Queen of England somehow 
looks more inviting with Goofy’s eyes and cartoonish vampiric teeth layered on her 
portrait.  

His figures on paper are made anonymous through a layering of assembled media 
clippings, archival prints, acrylic paint and found objects. His choppy style pokes fun at 
our assumptions regarding pop media and ubiquitous advertisements. It is ultimately his 



wit and unique point of view that drew other great artists to him–they wanted to work 
with him, to learn from him.  

Bäst has collaborated with artist duo Faile for their show “Deluxx Fluxx Arcade,” an 
immersive arcade experience turned museum installation, at the Brooklyn Museum in 
July of 2015. Bäst has also been one of the few artists to collaborate with the world 
renowned fashion designer Marc Jacobs, making unique collectable fashion items for 
multiple seasons. Additionally, Bäst was described by fellow contemporary artist Paul 
Insect as a “modern day Basquiat.” It is clear to all that he deeply affected the lives and 
work of his collaborators and friends alike.  
 

 

       
“Vampire Teeth and Cartoon Eyes”     “Astor” 

As Banksy said of Bäst’s work: "His art is fast and loose and cheap, which is strangely 
why it endures, it’s punchy and it has value. The key to Bäst’s appeal is not being very 
responsible. The work isn’t so much a ‘melting pot’ of culture as a food blender, set on 
max and left until the motor burns out...”  

As a result of this flurry of images, catalog models are mickey-mousified, and Key Food 
advertisements transform into cultural artifacts. Bäst thus equalizes both high and low 
art through his varying methods. Incorporating anything into his colorful figures and 
sculptures  – from old stamps to scrap cardboard to stray legos – Bäst has positioned 
himself as one of New York's most legendary and resourceful street artists.  



 

                 “Kid Capri”                                                                                 “Gramercy” 

“The Bäst Papers” is a retrospective of the evolution of his unique style ranging 
approximately from 2010 to 2018. The exhibition’s opening reception will take place on 
Thursday February 9th from 6-9 pm at Allouche Gallery’s SoHo location (77 Mercer 
Street). We invite you to celebrate the life and work of Michael "Bäst" Polimeni, a 
beloved artist and friend.  

About Allouche Gallery 
Established in 2014, Allouche Gallery is home to an international roster of some of the 
world’s most recognized and culturally significant contemporary visual artists. Through 
its highly curated exhibition program, the gallery has garnered a reputation for 
highlighting artists – whose work directly challenges preconceived notions of 
contemporary visual culture – and affirming their place in 21st Century art. Home to a 
select group of both established and rising artists across a variety of disciplines, 
Allouche Gallery represents the work of Felix R. Cid, Ron English, Nick Georgiou, Paul 
Insect, Reinoud Oudshoorn, Michael Reeder, Malik Roberts, Swoon, Hannah Yata, and 



UFO907. Founded by Eric Allouche, Allouche Gallery is one of New York’s premiere 
commercial art galleries and the preeminent exhibitor of contemporary art. 

For more information about the upcoming show at Allouche Gallery, please visit 
www.allouchegallery.com 
 
Press contact: 
Press@allouchegallery.com 


